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Solar Farm on land South of Main Road Bilton. 
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Installation and operation of a solar photovoltaic (PV) farm of up to 32MW output on 

59.89 hectares of land, comprising the installation of arrays of solar PV panels up to 

3.56 metres high; laying of a new access track to Main Road (B1238); temporary 

construction compound; inverter platforms; transfer station; collecting stations; 

energy storage containers; general storage container; underground cabling; security 

fencing; CCTV security monitoring system; solar modules monitoring system; 

landscaping and associated works and infrastructure. 

 

 

 

Application Type Strategic. Full Planning Permission. 

 

 

 

 

Bilton Parish Council planning committee cannot support this planning application 

due to its scale and effect it will have on the local community and environment. 

This development is probably the same size in area as the total housing development 

of Bilton. It is far too close to the surrounding properties being only some 140m away 

from Swanhill House, 200m away from properties 224-250 Main Road Bilton, 260m 

away from 224 Main Road Bilton and properties to the west of the proposed site 

being an average of 550m away.  

This planning application submitted on behalf of Belectric poses major concerns we 

feel have not been resolved, do not ease our minds and changes our community 

forever. For these and the following reasons this application must be rejected. 

 

(1) Flooding. 

(2) Transport. 

(3) Safety. 

(4) Agricultural Land Grade. 

(5) Glare and Glint. 

(6) Archaeological Survey 

 

 

FLOODING. 

 

 

Bilton Parish Councils local knowledge of the situation that occurred during June 

2007 which resulted in large areas of Bilton being deluged by flood water from 

saturated fields caused complete devastation to many households throughout a large 



area of the village. This must be prevented from as is reasonably practically possible 

ever repeating itself.  

 

This proposed solar farm has field boundaries to the south and east which follow the 

route of the Old Fleet Drain. It is these fields that were completely submerged by 

flood water due to the over topping of the drain during the events of June 2007. 

 

It is of paramount concern that run off from the proposed solar arrays could never 

exacerbate any repeats of possible flooding to the village of Bilton. 

(Taken from submitted Flood Risk Assessment) 

The Internal Drainage Boards (IDB) initially requested 20% betterment in run off 

from the solar arrays to mitigate the effects of climate change but after a site meeting 

21 May 2015 their statement was retracted stating no measurable increase in run off 

from the site would be generated. 

We cannot agree with this statement as the solar arrays would extend northerly by 

some 800m towards Main Road Bilton taking flood water closer to the village as the 

land becomes saturated due to the run off from the solar arrays. 

 

Also not mentioned within the Flood Risk Assessment is a 16 acre flood plain, an area 

to the east of the proposed site that is designated by East Riding of Yorkshire Council. 

(See attached drawing BPC1) The area outlined in red shows its location which has a 

boundary to the solar farm and is adjacent to the drain. Its purpose to help mitigate 

against a repeat occurrence of June 2007. Its sole purpose is to flood, reducing the 

possible flood risk to the village.   

 

It is also our understanding that the 5 fields in question have a buried potted drainage 

system installed to help prevent the fields from flooding. With the total number of 

foundation bore holes required (1% of the total site or approx. 1.3 acres) to support 

the solar arrays this drainage system will inevitably be broken in many places 

rendering it not fit for purpose and again exacerbating the flood risk.     

 

 

TRANSPORT 

 

 

The latest survey figures to hand for road vehicles using the B1238 Main Road Bilton 

during the period 7.00 to 19.00 taken on a weekday revealed 9568 traffic movements. 

During the construction phase of the development it is quoted (See transport 

statement) there will be a minimum additional  2700 two way journeys to and from 

the site over the 20 week period, averaging 24 HGV  lorries per day which can be up 

to 16.5m long and 40 tonne. Also not included in the above transport movements will 

be 14 number. 40 yard Ronlonof skips per megawatt of waste materials to be taken off 

site, some additional 450 Lorries. Residents trying to access Main Road Bilton in their 

vehicles at peak periods already find it difficult to access due to the sheer volume of 

traffic. This will only add to their frustrations.  The stated 20 HGV lorry movements 

to the site would mean that a holding area would need to be located in order to park 

up until the next HGV lorry can access the site to off load, this could cause congestion 

somewhere within the road network system. The total tonnes of carbon emissions 

emitted by all the transport movements required to build the site , maintain it and 



decommission it, at the end of its useful life will take many months even possibly 

years to be offset by the green energy generated.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

SAFETY 

 

 

It is of great concern to the Parish Council that most of the 20 week contract will be 

carried out during school term time. Children attending Bilton Primary School use the 

foot paths alongside the B1238. The pavement is only 1.5 m wide on the north side 

and 1.2m on the south side of the road. Parents escort their children to and from 

school along these footpaths, some with push chairs with younger children, plus some 

of the children riding bicycles and scooters, these pedestrians will be at greater risk 

due to the increased lorry movements especially in inclement weather and not 

forgetting the general public using the footpaths at the same time.  

Older students attending South Holderness Technical College are picked up by buses 

morning and night. There are two pick up points one at the newsagents were a pull in 

is available the other in-between Albemarle Road and Galfrid Road with no pull in. 

The busses at this stopping point can be waiting for up to 10 minutes which already 

cause a hold up in the flow of traffic. Students congregate around this bus stop 

waiting for the busses to arrive and also waking alongside Main Road Bilton will also 

be at greater risk. 

 

We understand a further increase in HGV transport movements through the village of 

Bilton is expected with Lorries transporting drilling equipment and heavy materials 

through to West Newton “B” in conjunction with test bores for exploration by Rathlin 

Energy. Also proposals for test drilling at other sites within Holderness will again 

increase the number of HGV Lorries through Bilton, increasing the probability of an 

accident.       

 

We also have major concerns with site safety. Firstly if this proposal is permitted. 

Nowhere within the submitted documentation are there any references to dangerous 

AC and DC voltages being present on site especially if children climb over the 2m 

high perimeter fence, secondly the consequences if the solar panels are ever immersed 

in flood water for what could be a considerable length of time and thirdly concerns 

over breakages of the PV panels possibly by vandalism. 

 

It is evident from the submitted plans that the HV cable which connects the solar farm 

to the grid connection crosses the Teesside to Saltend Ethylene Pipeline at right 

angles. It then travels north adjacent to the pipeline up to Main Road Bilton were it 

then runs west towards Holderness Road. It is of vital importance that all parties are 

made aware of this pipe line.   

 

 

AGRICULTUARAL LAND GRADE 

 



 

The soil samples taken suggest the field’s acreage make up is 27% grade 2 and 73% 

grade 3b this is still good quality agricultural land, the proof is in its yield as 

demonstrated below. 

The existing 5 land plots that this proposed development is to be built on presently is 

planted with a crop of wheat; its yield on average produces 3.5 to 4 tonnes of grain 

per acre this equates to around 500 tonnes for the whole 52 hectares of land. 

This will be a loss to the food chain for 25 years in exchange for a biodiversity site. 

This is an efficient productive green field site, not for development of any kind and if 

developed would result in a loss to the local economy and environment. 

The local economy would not gain in employment terms either and could even have a 

negative effect as the tenant farmer would lose up to 50% of his arable farmed land. 

A transfer of profit from the tenant farmer to a large scale profit to the land owner. 

It is also of major concern that this green field site would become a brown field site 

after the 25 year period of this proposal. This would have devastating consequences to 

the village as who knows what then would become of the site.  

 

 

GLARE AND GLINT. 

 

 

The flight path for Humberside airport is directly above this site. Although 

commercial aircraft flying into Humberside airport fly north to south Small aircraft 

and the rescue helicopter fly south to north this solar site if built would suffer the 

effects of glint and glare which could possibly lead to temporary blinding of the pilot.   

  

 

ARCHAELOGICAL SURVEY 

 

 

Bilton Parish Council is already aware of the wealth of history that our fields are 

hiding. During works to our burial ground extension we also had to carry out field 

works together with a geo physical survey, this revealed ancient civilisations occupied 

the surrounding fields, with Swan Hill (ancient monument) part of that community. 

The ground works presently being undertaken on behalf of Belectric are also 

revealing signs of these ancient civilisations. These remains must never be destroyed 

as is possible due to the sheer numbers of foundation points (1.3 acres), cable trenches 

and other ancillary equipment required to support the solar arrays. 

This is our local heritage and it must be protected.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision taken at full parish council meeting 14 July 2015 


